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The following is an overview of the organization and
contents of this workbook.

Bl How to write Japanese characters

This section covers fundamentals to know before
writing Japanese characters for the first time, including
how to follow stroke order and other points of note. Be
sure to read this section before proceeding to the lessons
in this workbook.

W Structure of each lesson

BROLUVS - USHIE hohF DALDODNALYS
Hiragana / Katakana / Kaniji practice

Lesson preview

M Lesson preview

e This page introduces the characters to be practiced in
the given lesson, as well as activities, fun graphics,
and more. Before moving on to the practice problems,
check out this page for a preview of the characters
you’ll be studying.

* Lessons with Kanji practice sections (Lessons 3-10)
include both an Entry Check and Exit Check. Before
starting the Kanji practice problems for a given lesson,
use the Entry Check to mark which kanji you know
how to read and write (O), which you recognize
but cannot yet read and write (£), and which you
don’t know at all (x). After completing the practice
problems for that lesson, use the Exit Check to
confirm whether you have learned those kanji. Mark
those you can now read and write, and review practice
problems for unlearned kanji as needed.

M Hiragana and katakana practice [Lessons 0-2]

e First, use the boxes to practice writing characters. The
dashed guiding lines will help you write more balanced
characters. Each character is shown with a stroke order,
arrows marking line directions and angles, starting
points and other notes to pay attention to. Refer to
“How to practice writing characters in this workbook”
(B on p.8) for an overview of the notation used in
this workbook. After practicing tracing and writing
the characters in the boxes, proceed to the practice
problems to test your recognition of the characters.
Problems include selecting proper stroke order and
character form, identifying mistakes, distinguishing

How to use this workbook
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between similar characters, and other tasks designed
to help you better understand the correct form of each
character.

* Having learned the characters, the next task is to
write words that contain them. The majority of these
words can be found in TOBIRA I: Beginning Japanese
(hereafter TOBIRA I). Each word is shown with an
illustration and English translation so its meaning can
be readily understood. You will practice writing these
words both horizontally and vertically. (See B3 on p.9,
“Horizontal writing and vertical writing.”)

* Katakana practice problems feature commonly
used katakana words, as well as those grouped into
categories like IT terminology and country names.
Some exercises include instructions to read each
word aloud. Reading the words while listening to
how they sound leads to more effective learning
comprehension. Use the sounds, written characters,
and illustrations together to learn katakana in a more
holistic, word-level approach.

W Kanji practice CLessons 3-10]

Kanji practice for each lesson begins with learning
how to write each character introduced, then moves to
reading the characters in context.

® In practicing character form, trace the gray guiding
lines while following the given stroke order and
stroke types (stop, flick, etc.).

® Then, using the model as a guide, write the kanji
twice as neatly as possible in the two empty boxes. If
you need more practice, use a notebook or separate
sheet of paper to continue writing each character.

* Next, proceed to reading and writing practice
problems for that lesson’s kanji.

The difficulty of each practice problem is marked
with a number of % s:

= basic
= sentence-level
= practical application

Practice problems include opportunities to solve
kanji puzzles, break down the elements that make up
each kanji, learn and provide okurigana, work with “The
Story of Kanji” sections of the main textbook, and other
ways to put what you’ve learned into practice. These
exercises cover not just new kanji from that lesson,
but also past lessons’ kanji for better repetition and
retention. Finally, the end of the lesson moves beyond
just reading and writing each character, providing a
space to practice writing full sentences while using kanji
in context.
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M Reading practice [Lessons 1-10]

Reading practice corresponds to the “Reading”
segments of TOBIRA I (intensive reading). These
segments feature engaging topics for a content-based
learning approach. Read the passages from the main
textbook, then write your answers in your workbook.
If you run out of space, use the margins or a separate
piece of paper. Note that there is no answer section for
“Understanding Japanese sentence structure” questions
in this workbook; for these tasks, write your answers in
your textbook as you read through the text.

Bl Writing practice [Lessons 1-10]

Writing practice provides a space to practice
writing full compositions while expanding on content
presented in Reading practice. First, use the “Pre-
writing activity” worksheet to collect your thoughts and
organize information. Using this worksheet will give
your ideas more clarity, allowing you to write more
cohesive essays. Then, using the grammar, vocabulary,
and kanji learned for that lesson, draft your essay from
your outline. Presenting your finished essay in class
or posting it on social media are great ways to share
your ideas with others. Writing sheets are available for
download via the Workbook section on the TOBIRA
website below.

B Columns

This workbook also features columns that cover
topics like punctuation marks, writing names, and kanji
elements, as well as examples of Japanese handwriting.

B Answer sheets
Answers can be written in and submitted directly
from the workbook, though the same answer sheets are

available for download via the Workbook section on
the TOBIRA website below.

tobirabeginning.9640.jp/workbook/

B Answer keys

Instructors can access answer keys by registering
through the Instructor Resources section on the TOBIRA
website. An electronic version can otherwise be
purchased and viewed separately.
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How to write Japanese characters

Q Tobira-sensee, the three types of Japanese characters,
‘-’ hiragana, katakana, and kanji seem hard to learn!
F LS

Don’t worry! If you follow the guidelines in this workbook

step by step, you’ll definitely learn how to read and write
them eMorrectly.

The goal of this pre-lesson is to learn-useful tips for writing Japanese characters. Some hiragana
characters are used as examples, but it’s okay if you don’t know how to read them yet.

Tobira-sensee

B When writing characters

correct way wrong way
(D Use a pencil with an eraser so you can easily fix
mistakes. If you want to use.a tablet and stylus, it’s
best to have a brush stroke feature enabled.
\/\

@ Note how you hold your pencil. Hold your pencil as
shown in the illustration.

The dynamic tripod grasp: hold the pencil with your thumb
and index finger about an inch from its tip, with your middle
finger supporting the pencil.

E3 Basic strokes

Japanese characters consist of simple lines and dots, commonly called “strokes.” If you get used to
writing the strokes below, it’ll be easier to learn Japanese characters.

(D Strokes: lines

Horizontal Vertical Diagonal Curved Bent

/N C) <>/ ]

Diagonal dots| | Double dots | Small circle

v N ~ o

@ Stroke-endings

@ Strokes: dots and a small circl

Vertical dot

*The double dots and the small circle are
called diacritical marks.

Stop: The stroke ends with | Release: The stroke ends with the | Flick: The stroke ends with a flick.
a full stop. tip of the pencil being gradually
lifted.

2%l lo

—O




Class: Name:

DAUDNA LB S | Kanji practice

Trace the gray kaniji first, then write each kanji twice as neatly as possible.

‘ S=stop F=flick R=release C=curved line | — =direction O=note {:’_}=space

32
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é :\:?ke)é kanji using each element and write it in the box. Then provide the meaning for each kanji
Ex. 1) 2) 3) 4) 5) 6)
- 4 B H FH. =
+ + + + + + +
o N B T o= 8 |
! ) i } ! ! !

Circle the mistake(s) in each kanji, then write the correct one in the box.

Ex. M F 1) &% 2) L= 3) L 4) Fv 5) 7212 6) b
AL T H# =
> 4e T & 7] ¥
! ! } } ! ! }

78

Class: Name:

Circle the indicated stroke in each kanji as in the example.

Ex. 1) 2) 3) 4) 5) 6)

@] / H 7=

¥ 2z H] 5 K

4th 2nd 3rd 4th 1st 6th 3rd

é Circle the parts in each printed kanji that differ from its handwritten version as shown in the
example.
Ex. 1) 2) 3) 5
bR &
printed handwritten printed handwritten printed handwritten printed handwritten

é In Japanese eye exams, you are asked to say which side of the ring is open. Determine which side

is.open, then write the appropriate kanjiiin the table as in the example.

EXO 6:1.O b.C EX;J:\ a. b.
C.O d.o e.o @
c’o0 "o |

0 At the vet, Nyanta got out of his cage and is running around the waiting room. Complete the
conversation from the receptionist’s point of view with appropriate kanji to help Ai catch him.

=1m
Zs)

TA H TV D P ATITR AR

WwWIEtA,
ffx;q IR ATV lcWE T &,
T2
(receptionist) g, " #1, o> b, KYr>TLELE,
2{% -
IZRATZIETED ¢ lcwWF 9,
H. WM Dd A F L7,
2¢ i [(FON
H. 5. VT T7De 2T L7,
LDAE BDOAD W9,
bAoAl brz
H. IR AEIEREVA D g 1<
TEF LA,
H. 5. TLE®D lcwWEzd !
TA A IR AENTFLEDORIZ???



Class: Name:
Write the reading of each date in hiragana.
,,,,,, Ex-H | azBH | k=B | c¢HBH | 9EF | exH | ftEH
Wi
,,,,,,, gNR | hrB L WTR | TEB ) kFER ) LTAR ) mAER
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, ntAB | etrB | R=TR o efE

é Below are images of some Japanese holidays and events. Answer the questions that follow in

hiragana as in the example. For questions 6) and 7), write the appropriate kanji word in the boxes,
then write its readingin ().

Ex. ‘ 1) 2)
AR - STHE
% —
o 1TH1H 3
3) 4) 5)

Ex. Fbﬂaﬁm B (ShowaDay); (3fa Bl B T 1 L2l 5LIch 9.
£9
1 rﬂfDM_E/’; (New Year’s Day) ; (] B/ B T % 7,
2) "Ly gArTF—) BEAAMABTT 5, 7,
D TFroymB|,y BETAMB T, T,
4) "B, IFTRFEMBTY 5. T,
8) XALM B (Culture Day)y 1FWNDTH A T
6) (Bh7et=mn) T £ BIEVDTI D, <7,
rhLE) U
(Just month and day is fine.) ( )
7) (a major holiday/event in where you live) |\ 2T F 5>,
) i 7.
place holiday/event
( )

80
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Class: Name:

Provide the kanji for the underlined hiragana words in the following sentences. The numbers in
() indicate the total number of kanji that should be provided.

Ex. b7 LI & z:/uﬁg—c“t 3)
A mEA

N RFLETANHEE BIZLEADRDHNTT, £ 4 (StarFestiva) T, (6)

rALES U Rt
a. ’ b. ‘

2) gﬁ;??ow SRIBALIVTIT D, RALNSTTH, (5)
bEN —

a. b Lasson
3) m)fhtilb—Ax—hb“‘s\f_:‘)k\iTo s, 2ARNSE-5UCENET, (5)
a. . C.
4) ;Mf—:\ TATzTHHYET. f_&t;%u\—c“ﬁ’b\%\ %ﬁmfﬁ_@% VET. @)
5) :#Ltatff_:b@?:% 757“0)%%’(‘70 f/uﬁw;tz\% RN/ ARY tmoaj;»_\r;‘w:
WET, HATVDOVEY t:fu\%#ﬁkﬂ’\‘ﬁ“‘b\iﬁ'o J}_?K%ﬂ/u’d’k‘b“\‘i'a_o (12)
e. . g. .

Provide the readings for the kanji of the underlined words.

* ok k

12)

BOEFIIEABYWHIETY, L@EICIE "I<5L) ¥ WHIL»HY FF, Lo EizEW

Lw- LA b. c. d. 3B

Ex.
hr=L
BFENHYVIET., BFITWEARAZTV KRR ENVWRENLELKIAHY T, DIV INBHY T,

e. f. g. h. i. j-
F X1 DRF, %Aliﬁra?gﬁﬁtk\—) LIZZnBEFITITFTFEL K@El:ti%ﬁﬁhﬂ#b‘%
k. I m. 5 - n = ko,
+H#31“B#®§<garden>%%—) LLELAk,. TNH S5, B#F, +=A _:_-i'—Eo)ﬁt:B#
p. ) q. r. s.

DHHE D EF L 7= (to strike a bell), Z’(B;,?éwwf:’(“t BIFosrnall
=4

23HY I,
t.

KiclwY 23, R ‘(°<%31“IEIB§Faﬁ <H5VBHHY

. "

ARZIBABE»SAKRETTN L. SHDOFE
U v oF w. >z Bi ) "

27, REOAMBIBEREREVETHL, SNLVTT,

50l 3
y.

Referring to p.180 #5 and p.181 of TOBIRA I, write about your favorite place in Japanese. Use kanji
that you have learned in LL3-5 as much as possible.

OTUENCIRORIEITES name and location of the place

thing(s), event(s), etc. the place is famous for

81



Class: Name:

LEBNA LB S | Reading practice

) See TOBIRA I L5 #2 (pp.182-183).
Are you interested in the Japan House and the people living there? Read Ai’'s composition about the
Japan House and answer the questions below.

1) Insert the letters a.-g. into the appropriate boxes in the drawing of the Japan House below.

 p——— 2 74 DWE
/»;/’/ \ b5 4 OHWE
= -~ 3
2= | H [ . ) =7 DR
D d~—7 0)%13)5:‘-_
e e.)E>T
. y z fhAL
apan House 5 N
T anxe g nLunen
= ) baarar” 4 é D g D D (unoccupied)

2) Add simple pictures of the following things or write in the numbers (D-® corresponding to them
in the appropriate locations in the Japan House above.

O): 3=4)F: QhEVWRy R QAREVT—TIL (OIS ®/hx VI

nh L 3

Clarifying

3) Insert Ointo( ) for each statement that accurately reflects the information about the Japan House.

a. ( ) %ﬁ u\ﬁ'm" b. ( )M ﬁmﬁﬁf%i&t
c. ( )zﬁ<t~ﬁb\x\i70 d. ( )M\<L:/J\ifvdm\“$>‘)ifro
e. ( ) b LD =Z=2HY ET, f. ( )gu:/i‘xﬁb\%‘)it

g ( ) JH b‘bj(—?—i’(%ff%’(t CL,Z< 5W\WTY,

Comprehension check

4) Mark O if the statement is true and X if it is false.

JHIZIEA D /N=HPBEANTETH 5, ‘{F)%ﬂ“‘ﬁ’?%‘) Y,
JHOADNR=gHF YY) EVTITVELA,

IR AIBELSNTVRY P‘(“ﬂ}%i#’o

JH ’(°L;t§ébk\'f’\“‘/ FvdhY) 9,

JH A //\—l;tf—u\’(u\ u\’(j(—y-t -T% Y,

Ve Y N Y N N
N N N N

5) Answer the following question in Japanese.

RN T, BREARARY b HHY T

LwiE-

6) Would you like to live in the Japan House? Choose an option from { } and write the reason for
your choice in __ to complete the sentence below.

AN {13«’97: L\’(“T/E_EJW: {BWTTL,

(want to live) (don’t want to live)
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Class: Name:

Hh<NALBS | Writing practice

) Writing sheets are available on the TOBIRA website. (See p.6.)

(Describing a room)
Task: Write a composition about your room (or your dream room) in Japanese.

(1] Pre-writing activity:
1) Draw a simple picture of your room (or your dream room).

- <B4 I Iv> (Choose one.) -
O AR J

- O FADD (dream) DAXR

2) Jot down simple keywords or phrases about the items in your room.

EZIS KT
Ex. 2K ANLZ Ny R Lo RKEW Ry b4 XL slchab

Description of the item/information about it

Writing: Using the information above, describe the room in Japanese.

Checklist

Write horizontally from left to right and use appropriate punctuations.

Organize your ideas logically and write at least five sentences.

Use as many grammar points as possible from the box below.

Use as many learned kanji as possible.

If you don’t know how to spell a proper name in katakana, try writing it in katakana and
provide a translation above it.

O X (place) lISY2s$H Y £ § -\ F F [Existence] OXEYD'HY 9 -\ F T [Possession]
OXI3Y (place) I2H Y £ 9 -\ F T [Whereabouts] [ Particle + % - | [Double particles] |
O X (place) TY (event) 4 ) ¥ 3 [Event location] OX X\ )Y “Y called/named/titled X”

Ex|t Check| v

\» - Now go back to the Kaniji List for this lesson (p.76) and do the exit check to see
what kanji you can read and write.
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