Module 1-2 Voiced, Voiceless, and Semi-Voiced ([p]) Sounds

In this module:

* You will learn and practice pronouncing voiced, voiceless, and semi-voiced ([p])
sounds in Japanese.

+ You will listen to and practice pronouncing words with those sounds.

The consonants [K], [s], [t], and [h] sounds have their voiced versions, [g], [z], [d], and [b]
respectively.

It is difficult to pronounce voiced and voiceless sounds correctly, especially if your first
language does not distinguish the two sounds as being different (ex. Chinese).

Watch the video below to learn how to pronounce the two sounds:
http://enunciate.arts.ubc.ca/japanese/lets-practice/voiced-vs-voiceless!/.

Also, [h] sounds change to their semi-voiced sounds [p].

Practice I: Click the icon ( W ) below to listen to each sound, and repeat it.
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Practice Il: Listen to the audio file and repeat these words. w 1-2-10

1. 2%/8% 2. THE/THAE
(monkey/bamboo basket) (weather/light)

3. L HL 4. FA/EA
(foot/taste) (thousand/Zen)


http://enunciate.arts.ubc.ca/japanese/lets-practice/voiced-vs-voiceless/

Practice IlI: Listen to the audio file and practice pronouncing the following words.

W 1-2-11

1. 2L 2. LZ¢E 3. hAL 4. TAD
(college) (job)

5. %< 6. S<{AA
(composition)

Practice IV: Listen to the audio file and practice pronouncing the following words.
Q 1212

2. ZAUD 3. Y 4. Ht=L

5 zh 6. =
(who) (pm)
Practice V: Practice with a Sound Recognition Device (ex. Siri, Google)
1. If you have access to a sound recognition/search device, say words (1) through (12)
below to the device. Were the words recognized correctly? (Before speaking to the

device, you may need to change the input mode into Japanese.)

If the words have been recognized correctly, the device will display the following words.



Say these The device will Say these The device will
words display these words display these
X K3 7| ReED K E
2 LS t= 8 AAUD fnE
3 | AL ¥ or B 9 |59 e
4 TAD BiE 10 |p7f=L Fh
5 [F< & 11 | f=h i
6 LKA EX 12 | ZZ Fig

2. If the words are not recognized correctly, keep trying until they are. Did you figure out
any tips for pronouncing the sounds correctly?




