Module 2-2 Long and Short Vowels in Japanese

In this module:
* You will listen to and practice distinguishing between long and short vowels.
+ You will practice pronouncing words with long and short vowels correctly.

Short vowels receive one mora; long vowels receive two morae. The vowel length
(short vs. long) in Japanese changes the meaning of some words, as you can see
below.

Examples: W 221

1 A4
0]@)
(house)

A4
000
(no)

2 BlEEA D ” w LL
0000 )
(aunt) ” 'm Q
BEHEA
00000 ”
(grandmother) '

ElEH A




Practice I: Listen to the audio file and repeat the words. W 2-2-2

1. BLSA BLLWEA 2. EIL E—IL
0000 00000 OO0 00O
(uncle) (grandfather) (building) (beer)

3. Lp LA Lw> LA 4. Y £Z> D&

O OO O 00O O OO O 00O
(my husband)  (prisoner) (trip) (very good)

5. 59 F—X 6. Z¢& a— b
o]e) 0]10]0) OO0 000
(map) (cheese) (Japanese harp) (coat)

7. hh hL—

OO0 000

(boyfriend/he)  (curry)

Practice II: You will hear a set of words (A — B). Then, you will hear either A or B.
Choose which one you have heard.

A 2> B 2>  Choose AorB Audio

Example: BIEEA BIEHETA A W 223

1 LA BLLEA A | B |Q@ 224

2 EL E—L A | B

3 Lw LA L5 LA A | B

4 Y&elS Ye5325 A I B

5 X3 F—R A | B

6 Z & a—Fk A | B

7 hh HL— A | B




Vocabulary List:

Example: aunt & grandmother 1: uncle & grandfather 2: building & beer
3: my husband & prisoner 4: travel & very good 5: map & cheese
6: Japanese harp & coat 7: he/boyfriend & curry

Practice IllI: Listen to the audio file and practice pronouncing the following words.

W 2-2-5

1. E&2ML & 2. NAEED 3. &L

O OO O OO0 O O O OO0

(textbook) (studying) (classroom)
4. THAN 5 55 K< 6. ML

0000 O OO0 0000

(park) (China) (student)
7. AL 8. LwoFD 9. T&5

000 O OO0 O O

(movie) (weekend) (today)

Practice IV: Listen to the audio file and practice pronouncing the following words and
phrase. (g 2-2-6

1. Y&Z5 2. Y&sY 3. FAZTS
O OO O OO 0000
(trip) (cooking) (number)

4. ELHUV 5 Y 3HK 6. HUNESITETNET
0000 O 000 0000000000
(Sunday) (study-abroad) (Thank you very much.)

Practice 1V: Practice with a Sound Recognition Device (ex. Siri, Google)

1. If you have access to a sound recognition/search device, say words and phrase (1)
through (15) below to the device. Were the words and phrase recognized correctly?
(Before speaking to the device, you may need to change the input mode into
Japanese.)

If the words and phrase have been recognized correctly, the device will display the
following words and phrase.



Say these The device will Say these words The device will
words display these display these

1 TEOMLE | BERE 9 |E&D <H

2 NAWEED SRz 10 (V&S AT

3 oL B=E 11 | Y&5Y #HE

4 COAN NE 12 [ FATS B

5 Hw 5K FE 13 | ELSUT THER

6 AL FH 14 | Yp 535K BF

7 ZULA E] 15 | HUYMNES TSN | HUYMNES T

8 Lw2F2 EE XD FY

2. If the words and phrase are not recognized correctly, keep trying until they are. Did
you figure out any tips for pronouncing the sounds correctly?




