Module 4-1: Basic Intonation Patterns — Word Level

In this module:
* You will learn basic word-level intonation in Japanese.

* You will listen to different intonation patterns.

Speech consists of not only consonants and vowels but also melodies and rhythms.
Both melodies and rhythms are important components of intonation. Watch the
following video to learn about intonation:
http://enunciate.arts.ubc.ca/japanese/intonation/introduction-to-intonation/.

In many languages, including English, high (H) pitch is assigned to an accented syllable.
In Japanese, on the other hand, high (H) or low (L) pitch is assigned to each mora as
shown in the following example.

Examples 1: W 4-1-1

Japanese English
XU FFILE mc.don.alds
LHHHLL H

Let’s watch the video to learn pitch patterns in Japanese:
http://enunciate.arts.ubc.ca/japanese/intonation/pitch-word-level/.

It is important to assign the correct pitch pattern because the meaning of some words
can change depending on their pitch pattern. For example, 3 & with LH pitch is
“candy,” but & with HL pitch is “rain.”

Examples 2: (W 4-1-2

1. EE (candy) E
L H H

(rain)

.—|8'.

(oyster)

|—|§~

% (persimmon) 4,
H

X
|—|ﬂ,“-

5. [ L (oridgercomer) 6. [& L (chopsticks)
L H H L



http://enunciate.arts.ubc.ca/japanese/intonation/introduction-to-intonation/
http://enunciate.arts.ubc.ca/japanese/intonation/pitch-word-level/

7. Eé (to wear) 8. %é (to cut)
L H H L

There are two important rules you should know about Tokyo Japanese (Japanese
spoken in the Tokyo area):

Examples 3: W 4-1-3

e The first and second mora should have different pitches. If the first mora is HIGH,
then the second mora is LOW:; if the first mora is LOW, then the second mora is
HIGH.

O00O0 0000

H H H
1. '_:liAI: (Japanese) 2. EAJ'fAI (tonight)

e Within aword/phrase, once the pitch goes down it never goes back up. The
sentence final particles (3. &. A‘), however, are exceptions to this rule.

NEVER HAPPENS

00000 00000 2

H L ->KeepLOW H L H

3. 5675{& 5 (Thanks.) 4, @(’)75_{& 5 (‘@

5. BL\—GTE (That’s good.)



Listening Practice: You will hear a set of 4 words. For each set, choose the one that
has a different pitch pattern from the others.

A B C D
1 W414 Ha 0% &% (+&
2 @415 Rl (RY &y S5F
3 W4ls ch th Hh En
4 @417 K= B L1 FA
5 W4ls I DL L < <%
6 D419 FUR =L oA TLE
7 @ 41-10 EHBA KIES {3V TAE
8 4111 Hr=L BEA L& cAhE
9 4112 Eh FHATE L& BEZ
10 W 4113 FshA ED5 Lo SAE
11 D 4-1-14 D50 HoL> e Ehiy
12 Q4115 NZ B =R% BEDS S
13 W 4116 3EA Shis oL P
14 W 4117 bt EL&DA 325 MnoZ 5
15 W4l18| Yyx35Y73 Z5L75% A—=NTB Y2573




