Module 3: Pronunciation of 14 7173+ Words

In this module:

* You will learn how to pronounce sounds that do not exist in Japanese and written in
katakana.

* You will practice pronouncing words written in katakana.

In addition to hiragana, Japanese has another character or writing system called
katakana. Basic katakana sounds are the same as hiragana.

In English, the duration of stressed vowels is longer than that of unstressed vowels. In
Japanese, however, each mora has about the same length.

Example: (W 3-1 R EFILE
000000

Since katakana is used to write foreign words, there are some sounds that do not exist
in Japanese such as the [v] in ‘cover’ and the [l] in ‘life.” Those sounds are described
using similar Japanese sounds as explained below.

A. English [v]
The [b] sound is used to describe English [v] sounds. So, [va], [vi], [vu], [ve], and [vO]
sounds become [ba], [bi], [bu], [be], and [bo].

Examples 1: QW 3-2

1. volleyball >  /AL—KR—)L 2. living > JE Y
bareebooru ribingu

3. live > 547 4. elevator > ILAR—F—
raibu erebeetaa

5. volume > R)a1—ALA
boryuumu

B. English [r] and [I]
The Japanese b Y 5415 sounds are used to describe English [r] and [I] sounds.

Examples 2: (Y 3-3

1. light > 24 bk 2. right > 74k
raito raito




C. English th sound
The [s] sound is used in Japanese to describe English th sound as in ‘think’ or ‘thank.’
The [z] sound is used in Japanese to describe English th sound as in ‘this’ or ‘breathe.’

Examples 3: (u 3-4
1. birthday -> IN—RT— 2. brother > TS5H—

baasudee burazaa

D. Words ending with a consonant

When the original foreign word ends in a [k, g, m, f, v, I, s, z, th, p or b] sound, the vowel
[u] is added after it in Japanese. The vowel [u] is also added when these sounds are
followed immediately by consonants.

Examples 4: W 3-5

1. king > x4 2. milk > LY
kingu miruku

3. Tom > ;L 4. Florida - JOUys
tomu furorida

5. stripe > AbS47F 6. jazz > v X
sutoraipu jazu

7. pop > Ry 8. hall > k=
poppu hooru

9. blanket > TS5y bk
buranketto

On the other hand, when the original foreign word ends in a [t] or [d] sound, the vowel
[0] is added after it in Japanese. The vowel [0] is also added when these sounds are
followed immediately by consonants.

Example 5: (W 3-6

1. basket > INRTy R 2. speed > AE—F
basuketto supiido



E. Other sounds

The following sounds are used to describe foreign sounds.

Example 6: Y 3-7

1. 94 : D4FRT47 2. 9T JI—H—
wikipedia weetaa
(Wikipedia) (waiter)

3. A RAB—4—X 4. v x—F
sutaauoozu shepaado
(Star Wars) (Sheperd)

5. Fx: Fxl)— 6. T4 : IN—T 4 —
cherii paatii
(cherry) (party)

7. 77 J27wvay 8. 74 : 24923y
fasshion fikushon
(fashion) (fiction)

9. 7x: hozx 10. 74 : T#+—ALA
kafe foomu
(café) (form)

Example 7: () 3-8

1. o1 oIy bk 2. T4 : T4F—
jetto dinaa
(jet) (dinner)

3. Ta: JOoFa—49— 4. J7 . TrAX )/ INAF ) >
purodyuusaa vaiorin/baiorin
(producer) (violin)

5. 94 : d94 9 N)TED YT 6. JT : Jgr—)L/R—)L
vikutoria/bikutoria veeru/beeru
(Victoria) (veil)

7. JA T4 )a—L/ R 1—L
voryuumu/boryuumu
(volume)



Practice I: Listen to the audio file. Do you know what each word is in English? g 3-9

1. 2. 3. 4.
5. 6. 7. 8.
9. 10.

Practice Il: Listen to the audio file and repeat the words. g 3-10

1. A—Fa—7 2. v )— 3. AVE—FRy b+
4. FT w4y 5. IN—F 4 — 6. aA>HY—
7. hox4H 8. YA yRA— 9. AL—R—JL

Practice IlI: Listen to the audio file and repeat the words. (y 3-11

1. I\ IN—H— 2. ¥ %203 — 3. 74—4

4.9599 5 LEa— 6. AV IN—T

Practice IV: Practice with a Sound Recognition Device (ex. Siri, Google)
1. If you have access to a sound recognition/search device, say words (1) through (15)
below to the device. Were the words recognized correctly? (Before speaking to the

device, you may need to change the input mode into Japanese.)

If the words have been recognized correctly, the device will display the following words.

Say these words

The device will

Say these words

The device will

display these display these
1 A—Fa1—7J A—Fa1—7T 9 INL—R—IL INL—FR—IL
2 v )— v )— 10 | \NIN—H— INIIN—F—
3 A3 =3y b |[A03—3y bk |11 | x50 5— v —
4 Frvy Fvy 12 | 24—% 24—7
5 IN—T 4 — IN—T 4 — 13 | U959 ) D599
6 avHY—+ aVHY— 14 | LEa— LEa—
7 hS5xr hSxr 15 |avyoyo—7 Ay )L—7T
8 Ay — Ay —




2. If the words are not recognized correctly, keep trying until they are. Did you figure out
any tips for pronouncing the sounds correctly?



