Module 5-6: Intonation for Casual Speech

In this module, you will listen to and practice conducting short dialogues in casual
speech with the correct intonation.

The pitch displays used for the sentences below are generated by K XF< A
(http://www.gavo.t.u-tokyo.ac.jp/ojad/phrasing). In the pitch display:

e You will see the mark - added in a sentence. The mark indicates that the pitch
drops after that.

e Mora with high pitch is indicated by the line added above the hiragana (I—E—
).

e Shaded hiragana such as 9 is devoiced.

Before practicing casual short dialogues, let’s practice short phrases and expressions
frequently used in casual speech.

Practice I: Listen to the audio file of the following phrases and repeat them. Pay
attention to the intonation. (g 5-6-1

1. 9 A (Yes) 2. 2 9A (No) 3. Toh (Isee)
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4. F5 14 (Its so, isn'tit.) 5. LM\4a (That's good; sounds good.)
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6. L L\K(That's okay/good.) 7. HYDE S (Thanks.)
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http://www.gavo.t.u-tokyo.ac.jp/ojad/phrasing

Practice Il: Listen to the audio file of the following phrases and repeat them. Pay

attention to the intonation.
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1. €5 ? (How s it]?) 2.
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5. ¥ ? (Where [is it]?) 6.

~
P s

T

ED1Eo1= ? (Howwas it?)
IS ety s
oo ¥ et ullie

R ? (What [is it]?)
~
3z

1327

LND ? (When [is it]?)
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Now, let’s practice short dialogues in casual speech. When speaking casually, you use
a rising intonation for questions as you practiced above. You use a falling intonation for

statements.

Example: W 5-6-3

A:L®I3FEDIELHT—LTS ?/
B . 5AJ/T60 /
A:LeH/ELSULIZ/I Lo L &IZLEEL ?/
B:S5A/WLWEK, /
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The pauses added here is not the only way. If you can say longer units without making
a pause or pauses, you can do so.

To get pitch displays above, go to the website of X XF { A (http://www.gavo.t.u-
tokyo.ac.jp/ojad/phrasing). You can copy and paste the dialogue in the box, and click
the button at the bottom.
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This will display a pitch contour taking account of accentual changes for the sentence that was fnput With ", .+ o, 7 1 212" "7
and line breaks it is possible for you to enter phrase breaks. With the symbols "o . .7 | 7!" and the line break, you can end sentences.
A sentence end will always be a phrase end. This also works for question sentences. Unlike OJAD Texthook Version, the analysis of
morphology and prediction of accent boundaries and accent kernels are done by automatic speech processing techniques so the
performance iz not 100% accurate. However, we still urge vou to use thiz for your Japanese language studies.

The details for the Read-aloud Features can be viewed at here. View the note at the below.
Also, this fonctionality vses Research Progress from KDDI research laboratory.
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Practice IllI: Listen to the audio file of each conversation and repeat it.
the intonation.

1. Q564

A=A SAIRAR—YTE?/
B: 5AITF,/

Pay attention to


http://www.gavo.t.u-tokyo.ac.jp/ojad/phrasing
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2. Q565

A BEHASARITALoADELEL?]
B:25A/&EHEBELRIEL, /

3. QY 5-6-6

A:COHAIHETIFYFUoESLLTSNEN?/
B:2A/L\WE, /

4, Q) 5-6-7

A:RA/IZO/NNVAV]DOIh-2THLW?/
B: ZWHAIBEDE.../

5. @568

A:ZEDS5/HIZLE=?]
B:ZM>5>7?/ EL&DAIZWNVoT=&K, /

6. Q) 5-6-9

A:Zh/7A4bv2ANDaEA—43—2 >\, /
B:HUYUMNES ! FALESIVIZIBBIZEHL2I-ATE, | TSN DVATEEK, /



